
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



^^/S^^^^sL. 




Stories from Bede [from the 
Historia ecclesiastica] with a .. 



Bede 



Ill I 




Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



,y Google 



,y Google 



,y Google 



,y Google 



,y Google 



,y Google 



,y Google 



irBSLBffRT ANt) ADOOSIINB. Page S3. 



,y Google 



'/ '/ / . 



STORIES FROM BBDE: 




LONDON : 

JAMES BURNS, 17, PORTMAN STREET, 

PORTMAN SQUARE. 

1842. 



^ 



,y Google 



LOKDOV: 
H. CLAT, PKlMTXRi B&SAD ITRZBT HILL. 



,y Google 



JaUUOW OHUKCH, 



LIFE OF BEDK 



Bede, the early English Church historian, 
commonly called the Venerable Bede, was 
one of the most remarkable men of his time ; 
little, however, is known about the circum- 
stances of his life, besides what may be 
gathered from his own works. But these 
are in themselves a monimient which declare 
to all generations his worth, his ability, his 
labours, his piety. 

He was bom in the year 674, in the dis- 
trict which then belonged to the Benedictine 
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6 LIFE OF BEDE. 

monasteries of Wearmouth and Jarrow, now 
forming part of the county of Durham. Of 
the name, condition, or history of his parents, 
nothing is known ; it may be, however, in- 
ferred, that he was left an orphan in his 
childhood, since he tells us, that, when only 
seven years old, he was entrusted by his kins- 
folk to the care of Benedict Biscop, who 
then appears to have presided over the 
monastery of Wearmouth. 

Here Bede had ample opportunities for 
learning, having access to a library of more 
than ordinary extent and value, collected at 
Bome by Benedict, who made no less than 
four journeys thither, and returned laden with 
the choicest manuscripts which Bome could 
furnish ; besides this, ne had the advantage 
of learned teachers, one of whom, as he him- 
self informs us, was Trumberht, who had 
studied under Ceadda, bishop of Lichfield. 
Such advantages Bede well knew how to 
make the most of, for he says : " I found it 
delightful either to learn, to teach, or to 
write ;" and thus he spent his youthful years, 
occupied, as he describes himself, in " studying 
the ocriptures, in conforming himself to the 
discipline of the monastery, and joining in 
the psalmody," which then formed part of 
the daily service of the Church. 
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LIFE OF BEDB. 7 

From this monastery, Bede removed to 
the neighbouring establishment at Jarrow^ 
the monks of which lived on terms of the 
greatest intimacy with those of Wearmouth ; 
indeed, the two monasteries were under the 
same abbot, and were governed by the same 
rule, and owed their foundation to the same 
person — the Saxon Benedict Biscop ; Wear- 
mouth having been founded about the year 
of Bede's birth, and Jarrow a few years 
afterwards. For what reason, or at what 
time, this removal took place, we are not in- 
formed. 

" In my nineteenth year," says Bede, " I 
received Deacon's orders, and those of Priest- 
hood when I was thirty, by command of 
Abbot Ceolfrid, and at the hands of the most 
reverend Bishop John ;* and from that time, 
until the forty-ninth year of my age, I took 
pains, for my own use, and that of my pupils 
and friends, to collect annotations from the 
venerable Fathers upon divers books of Holy 
Scripture ; either making short extracts from 
their works, or delivering the sense of their 
interpretations." 

Here Bede gives a list of about eight-and- 
forty works, which he had composed upon 

* Bishop of York, and founder of Beverley Minster. — 
Churton's Early English Church, p. 146. 
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8 LIFE OF BEDE. 

matters relating to science or religion, and 
then he concludes in these words : — 

'^ I beseech thee, blessed Jesu, that as thou 
hast granted me grace to drink the delicious 
draughts of thy heavenly knowledge, so thou 
wouldest hereafter bring me unto myself, the 
Fountain of all wisdom, that I may serve 
in thy presence for evermore." 

No biography could give us a more certain 
insight into the character of this great man, 
than we have presented to us in this slight 
sketch from his own hand, which is appended 
to his ecclesiastical history. He here unde- 
signedly acquaints us with the main en- 
deavour of his life, viz. to obey and to be vme; 
and truly they are but one thing under 
different titles. The same Bede, who in his 
monastery made it his pleasure to seek wis- 
dom by the methods of obedience, — ^thus 
anticipating, as far as man may do so, a life 
of heaven upon earth, — could wish no better 
thing for hunself in the mansions of glory, 
than to live in perfection that life which he 
imperfecjtly imitated here below; to drink 
no longer at the streams, but to approach the 
very Fountain of wisdom, and to obey for 
ever in the immediate presence of God. 

A portion of this character of the Vene- 
rable Bede has been so well expressed in a 
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LIFE OF BEDE. 9 

monody composed upon the death of another 
*' venerable" man — the poet and philosopher 
Coleridge, that we might almost fancy it had 
been written for Bede by one of his beloved 
pupils. 

** Thou Teverend, good old man I I see thee still ; 

Thy silver locks, — ^thy countenance beni^, 

Beaming with inward light, and with divme 
Charity, that nor doth nor thinketh ill ; 
Thy yoice ^et seems my raptured sense to fill, 

Discoursmg sweetly to the soul and ear, 
Jiike some fair stream, majestically slow. 
Aye bearing onwards with unwearying flow. 

Ever unchecked, and wandering at will. 

** Oh 1 if thy mighty spirit, to this shore 

Of earth confined, where others do but creep. 
Launched forth so far into the boundless deep. 

And gathered of rich pearls so large a store ; 

What depths are thine now freely to explore ! 
The Source of light and life, the Fountain clear 

Of wisdom, open to thee ; whence with joy 

To hear this sentence : * Well thou didst employ 
Thy talents— to thee shall be given more.' " 

It is not difficult to imagine that Bede's 
reputation as a scholar and divine should 
have drawn around him a crowd of disciples. 
The names of some of his more favoured 
pupils are preserved by himself, in the 
dedications to such of nis works as were 
undertaken at their suggestion, or for their 
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10 LIFE OF BEDE. 

improvement. Among these may be noticed 
Huaetberht, afterwards abbot of Wear- 
mouth, to whom he dedicated his treatise 
" De Katione Tempormn," and his " Expo- 
sition of the Revelation of St. John ;" Cuth- 
berht, the successor of Huaetberht, for whom 
he wrote his " Liber de Arte Metrica ;" 
Constantine, for whose use he edited a " Disser- 
tation concerning the Division of Numbers ;" 
and, lastly, Nothehn, presbyter of London, 
and afterwards archbishop of Canterbury, 
at whose request he propounded " Thirty 
Questions upon the Books of Kings." 

Beyond these few circumstances which 
have now been mentioned, there is nothing 
of any moment to add concerning the history 
of Bede. His life seems to have glided on 
in the undisturbed tranquillity of monastic 
seclusion ; occupied in tmn by the services 
of religion, and the pursuits of learning, and, 
consequently, diversified by none of those 
changes which fiimish the materials of 
biography. His death, which happened in 
the year of our Lord 735, was as peaceful 
and holy as his life ; and we are fortunate in 
having an authentic record of his latter days, 
in a letter from one of his disciples, who was 
present at his decease. This letter was 
written by Cuthberht, (the same that was 
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LIFE OF BEDE. 11 

spoken of above,) to a fellow-pupil named 
Cuthwine, for the purpose of acquainting 
him with the manner m which " their beloved 
father and master had departed out of the 
world," of which Cuthwine had expressed a 
desire to be informed. Cuthberht writes as 
follows : — 

" He had been oppressed with an infirmity 
of shortness of breath, but without any pain, 
before Easter-Day ; and from that time till 
Holy Thursday, the 26th of May, he passed 
his fife in jov and gladness, and with thanks- 
givings to Almighty God by day and night, 
and at all hours of the night and day ; all the 
while he persevered in his daily lectures to 
his pupils, and the remainder of his time he 
occupied in chanting of the Psalms; and, 
save when a short sleep interrupted him, he 
watched the live-long night in gladness and 
in giving thanks. When he awoke again 
from sleep, he returned directly to his wonted 
office, and, with extended hands, ceased not 
to give thanks to God. Oh, truly blessed ! 
He recited the sentence of the Apostle St. 
Paul : ' It is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God f and many other 
passages of Holv W rit, in which he admo- 
nished us to awaKe from the sleep of the soul, 
by meditating beforehand on the last hour. 
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12 LIFE OF BEDE. 

And in our native tongue, for he was well 
read in Saxon poetry, he spoke of the fearfiil 
exit of the soul from the mortal body. 

"Ere the pilgrim soul go forth 
On its journey fiir and lone, 
Who is he, that yet on earth 
All his needful part haUi done? 

" Who foreweighs the joy or scath 
That his parted ghost shall know. 
Endless when the day of death 
Seals his doom for weal or woe ?'* * 

He chanted also collects for our consolation 
and his own, of which one was this — ' O 
King of Glory, Lord of Power and Might, 
who didst, as on this day, ascend in triumph 
above the heaven of heavens, leave us not 
comfortless, but send to us the promise of 
the Father, even the Spirit of Truth, — 
HaUelujahr 

" When he came to the words, ' Leave us not 
orphans,' he burst into a flood of tears, and 
wept a considerable time ; and then, after a 
space, began afresh where he had broken off. 
And we, when we heard him, joined our 
grief with his. One while we read, one 
while we mourned, yea, we mingled our 
reading with our tears, 

'' In such sort of mournful joy, we passed 

> Churton's Early English Church. 
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the forty days till Holy Thursday; he greatly 
exulted, and gave thanks to God, who had 
made him meet to suffer this infirmity. He 
frequently recited the words, * God scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth;' and many 
other portions of Holy Scripture, along with 
the sentence of St. Ambrose : * I have not 
so lived, that I should be loath to continue 
longer among you ; nor yet so that I fear to 
die, for we have a mercifiil God.' 

" There were two works, worthy to be 
recorded, which, besides his lectures and the 
repetition of the Psalms, he was anxious to 
complete during these days. One, the Gospel 
of St. John, which, for the use of the Church, 
he translated into our language; the other, 
certain extracts from the works of Bishop 
Isidore; 'For I would not,' he said, 'that 
my youths should read any thing fallacious, 
and, after my decease, toil unprofitably in this 
matter.' When, however, the Tuesday 
before Ascension Day arrived, he was taken 
with a greater difficulty of breathing, and a 
slight swelling in the feet made its appearance. 
Notwithstanding, he continued his instruc- 
tions all that day, and dictated with great 
€heerftJness, saying, sometimes, among other 
things, ' Make speed and learn, for i know 
not how long I may last, and whether my 

B 
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14 LIFE OF BEDE. 

Maker may not summon me shortly.' We 
thought that he knew his end was at hand ; 
and thus he passed the night, in watching 
and giving of thanks. 

" In the morning of the following day, 
Wednesday, as soon as it was light, he bade 
us write with diligence; so we began and 
continued till nine o'clock. Which done, we 
went in procession with the relics of the 
Saints, as the custom of that day required. 
But one of our number, who was with him, 
said, ' There is still, my beloved master, 
one chapter wanting ; but dictation seems 
irksome to you, and I must not ask you any 
more.' ' No,' said he, ' there is no diffi- 
culty; take your pen and ink, and write 
quickly.' This he did accordingly. At three 
o'clock he said to me, ' I have in my chest 
some valuables; some pepper, scarfs, and 
frankincense; run then quickly, and bring 
hither to me the Presbyters of our monas- 
tery, that I may distribute among them such 
little* presents as God has given me. The 

^ Foxe, in his account of Bishop Latimer, tells us that 
Ridley, at the stake, ** gave awa^ divers small things to 
gentlemen standing by, and diyers of them pitifullie 
weeping: as, to Sir Henry Lea, he gave a new groat, 
and to divers of my Lord William's gentlemen, some 
napkinsj some nvimeggea^ and races of ginger, his diall, 
and such other things as he had about him." — Worda- 
wotiJCa Eccles, Biog. vol. ii. p. 674. 
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LIFE OF BEDE. 15 

rich in this world think how they can give 
silver, and gold, and such like precious things ; 
for me, I shall give to my brethren with much 
affection and pleasure such things as God has 
given me.' This behest I performed trem- 
bling. He addressed each one separately, 
admonishing and beseeching them with all 
diligence to offer masses and prayers for 
him ; which they readily promised to do. 

^ All mourned and wept, chiefly because 

id that they should see his face in this 

d no more; but they rejoiced that he 

, ' It is time that I should return to Him 

>t made me, to Him who created me, and 
formed me out of nothing. I have lived a 
long time, and well hath my gracious Judge 
provided for me my kind of life; the time 
of my deliverance is at hand, for I have a 
desire to depart and to be with Christ.' Having 
spoken these things, and many others, he 
passed the day in joy until the evening; 
when the youth, whom I have before men- 
tioned, said, 'There is one sentence, my 
beloved master, not yet written down.' He 
said, 'Write then speedily.' After a time the 
youth said, ' The sentence is now written.' 
And he said, ' It is well, and thou hast said 
the truth, for it is finished. Raise up mine 
head in thine hands, for I have a delight and 



,y Google 



16 LIFE OF BEDE. 

a desire to sit fronting that sacred spot of 
mine, where I have been wont to pray, that, 
as I sit, I may call upon my Father.' And 
so, upon the pavement of his cell, chanting 
the Gloria Patri, when he came to the words 
*Holy Ghost' he breathed out his latest 
breath, and thus passed from earth to the 
•heavenly kingdom. 

" Then all who heard, and who witnessed 
the departure of the holy father, declared 
that they never beheld any who ended life 
with so much devotion and tranquillity. For, 
as I have said, so long as his soul was in his 
body, he recited the Gloria Patri, and other 
spiritual things; and ceased not to render 
thanks to the living and true God with out- 
stretched hands." 

The body of Bede was interred at Jairow, 
and lines to the following purpose are said to 
have been inscribed on ms tomb : — 



^ Here the remains of Beda rest in peace i 
Grant him, good Lord, the joys that never cease : 
Grant him to drink, from Wisdom's fountain clear^ 
Those living streams for which he panted here." 



The name of Bede has been preserved, 
with the honour which he so worthily ob- 
tained in his own days, through many later 
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LIFE OF BEDE. 17 

generations. His chair, an old 

massive oaken seat, is still 

shown at Jarrow. His bones 

were conveyed long afterwards 

to Durham, and a princely 

Norman Bishop, Hugh Pudsey, j 

nephew of King Stephen, en- i 

closed them in a casket of gold 

and silver in that part of the Cathedral 

called the Galilee, which was erected by him. 

A plain stone now lies over the place with 

the following inscription : — 

HERE REST THE BONES OF 

VENERABLE BEDE. 
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Sbtortes from 33£lre- 



We are accustomed in tliese days to send 
missionaries to heathen countries; we pity 
the poor savages, who want the comforts of 
civilization, the blessings of law, nay, almost 
the necessaries of life, and whose naked 
persons present a lively and true image of 
the destitution and nakedness of their souls ; 
we read with the liveliest emotions of pity 
and horror the accounts of their ferocious 
habits and cruel idolatries; we learn with 
awe that these atrocities are based upon 
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STORIES FROM BEDE. 19 

their religion, — ^that the enemy of mankind^ 
where he reigns with undisputed sway, has 

Eerverted the noblest powers of the human 
eart to the service of iniquity, — and although 
the Sun of Righteousness has arisen eighteen 
hundred years ago, yet that there are some 
portions of the world yet imilluminated, some 
places yet dark, and those " dark places full 
of cruel habitations." 

It is, I doubt not, sometimes with a sort 
of pride that we compare our own condition 
widi that of the poor savages ; and perhaps 
the guinea which is added to the funds of 
a Missionary Society, after some touching 
appeal, is given in the sort of self-complacent 
spirit with which a shilling is often bestowed 
upon the ragged and unshod beggar in the 
street by the full-fed child of plenty. 
Perhaps this is sometimes the case, but I 
would rather hope not, for I am sure the 
blessings we enjoy should humble us; and 
when the right hand holds out aid to the 
idolater or the heathen, the heart should say, 
** Who made thee to differ ? and what hast 
thou that thou hast not received ?" 

Perhaps it may help us to cultivate this 
blessed temper of humility, and at the same 
time bring the case of heathen nations and 
the cause of Missions home to our very 
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20 STORIES FROM BEDE. 

hearts, if we cast a look back upon the 
condition of those who in early times in- 
habited this favoured land. And here we 
may adopt and apply to ourselves the 
language of St. Paul, " Ye know that ye 
were gentiles," that is, heathens and idolaters. 
The earliest inhabitants of these islands 
mentioned in history were the Britons : they 
were mere sanagesy as wild, as superstitious, 
as idolatrous, as any of those South Sea 
Islanders whom our ships now visit; and, 
if they were not cannibals, they were next 
akin to them, for they sacrificed human 
victims to their idols, and the best they 
hoped for when this life was ended, was 
to be admitted to the feasts of their warrior 
deities, and to drink wine from the skulls 



SrONEHENvJ--:. ?HE REMAINS OF A MAONIFIOEKT TEMPLE OF THB 

ANCIENI' IBIIONS. 
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of enemies whom they had slaughtered in 
battle^ 

Such were the ancient Britons ! — the fore- 
fathers, by direct descent, of a large number 
of our fellow-countrymen — till they were 
partially civilized by the Romans, who, for 
a century or two before our Lord came, and 
for some time after, were the most powerful 
nation in the whole world : they carried their 
armS) their arts, and their civilization, into 
far distant and savage countries, just as we 
do at the present day. The only difference 
is, that the Romans were heathens, and so 
they could not carry true religion with them; 
jthis work was reserved for the Christian 
teachers, some of whom are said to have 
arrived here as early as the end of the first 
century. 

The Romans, when they took possession 
of this island, placed garrisons and colonies 
in several parts of it, and defended the native 
Britons with their arms; so that these, having 
no reason to practise the arts of war, as they 
became more civilized gradually became less 
able to defend themselves. Besides which, 
the Romans continually drained the country 
of the youngest and strongest of her popu- 
lation, and carried them away to augment 
their armies, and fight their battles abroad; 
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22 STORIES FROM BEDE. 

and in process of time, being troubled by 
enemies at home, they were obliged entirely 
to withdraw their forces from the distant 
provinces ; accordingly, they deserted this 
island, among other places, and left the de- 
fenceless Britons to themselves. 

Thus abandoned by their former protectors, 
and unable to defend themselves, the Britons 
became the prey of spoilers and freebooters, 
and were continually plundered by their 
neighbours; till, at last, they invited the 
Saxons to come over to their aid. 

The Saxons were a nation from the con- 
tinent of Europe — a pagan people, but en- 
terprising and valorous. However, they soon 
became the tyrants of those they came to 
protect : they drove the Christian Britons 
from their peaceful labours and habitations ; 
they seized upon their possessions in the 
fairest portions of the island, and obliged 
them, eventually, to take refuge in the 
mountainous districts of Wales, Cornwall, 
and Cumberland, and the parts adjacent, 
where their descendants continue to this 
very day. 

Thus the pagans became masters of Eng- 
land ; and thus it came to pass, that, about 
500 years after our Saviour's birth, the 
largest and fairest portion of the island was 
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lost to Christianity; and our Saxon fore- 
fathers, void of the knowledge of the one 
true God, and of Jesus Christ whom he had 
sent, "worshipped those who, by nature, 
were no gods, the work of men's hands 
— ^wood and stone." 

Ify then, we look back to the rock from 
whence we were hewn, and to the hole of 
the pit from whence we were digged, what 
were we ? We may say, " A Syrian ready 
to perish was my father." This mighty and 
powerful nation of Englishmen, this great 
and glorious and triumphant people, whose 
fleets cover the seas, and carry commerce, 
and arts, and civilization, and Christianity, 
to the furthest ends of the habitable globe, — 
what were we in our beginnings but a poor 
weak degraded horde of savages, without 
hope op happiness in this world or the next ? 
and what should we have been at the present 
moment but the same degraded race, only 
more dark, more idolatrous, more miserable, 
than our ancestors, unless He who came for 
a light to his people Israel, had also been for 
salvation to the ends of the earth? unless 
the star of Bethlehem, that lighted the eastern 
magi, had shed its mild radiance on these 
benighted shores, and the feet of Apostles 
and apostolic Missionaries had come even to 
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US, fully preaching the gospel in these far-off 
islands of the gentiles, — so far oif that they 
were described by more civilized and central 
nations as situated in a world of their own, 
beyond the limits of the habitable earth? 

An exact account of the manner in which 
Christianity was first introduced among the 
Britons would be very interesting, but the 
earliest authors who mention the fact are 
Oreek writers of Church history, who merely 
tell us that the gospel had reached us during 
the life-time of the Apostles. 

Bede, the great early Church historian of 
the English Church, tells us, that Lucius, a 
king of the Britons, in the year 156, sent 
over to Eleutherius, bishop of Rome, for a 
Christian teacher, and that true religion 
prevailed in peace and purity among the 
Britons till the year 304, when the perse- 
cution, under Diocletian, which vexed the 
whole Christian world, raged even in these 
remote regions. And Gildas, another more 
ancient historian, tells us, that the doctrine 
of Christ, though not very warmly embraced 
by the Britons, yet remained in its purity 
with some of them, and more or less cor- 
rupted with others, till the Diocletian per- 
secution. During this persecution, the first 
English martyr to the truth of Christianity 
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STORIES FROM BEDE» 25 

perished. And as my object is not to give 
my readers a connected history of the early 
rise of Christianity among us, but rather to 
present them with some details from ancient 
history — I cannot do better than begin with 
the 



ittartgrlyom of ^t ^I&am 

Alban, when the persecution broke out, 
was not a Christian; but he seems to have 
possessed that honest and good heart which 
we are told is the right preparation for 
Christianity; for a certain clerk, being pur- 
sued by the Roman persecutors, took refuge 
and was hospitably received in his houses 
In this retreat the fugitive betook himself to 
the duties of his rehgion ; he continued in 
watchings and prayers night and day. Alban 
was so struck by his serious piety, that he 
began to imitate it; and after exhortation 
and instruction from the clerk, he renounced 
his blind idolatry, and became a Christian 
with his whole heart. 

In the mean time, it came to the governor's 

ears that Alban had given refuge to the 

Christian confessor — he sought him out, and 

sent soldiers to the martyr's dwelling-place ; 

c 
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26 STORIES FROM BEDE. 

when Alban, clothing himself in the clerical 
attire of his guest and instructor, presented 
himself to the soldiers, and so was bound 
and brought before the magistrate. 

It so happened, that, at that moment 
when Alban was brought up, the magistrate 
was at the altar, engaged in offering sacri- 
fice; on seeing Alban, his wrath was kindled 
suddenly, because he had voluntarily ven- 
tured to peril himself for his guest. So he 
ordered him to be dragged to the idol altar 
where he stood, and, " Forasmuch," he said, 
" as thou hast ventured to conceal that rebel 
and impious wretch, and refused to give him 
up to the soldiery, that, as a despiser of the 
gods, he might undergo the merited penalty 
of his blasphemy; look you," said he, "his 
punishment shall be thine, if thou meditatest 
a departure from the rites of our religion." 

But Alban, who had voluntarily offered 
himself to the persecutors, was not to be 
terrified by the threats of the governor, and, 
fortified in the defence of spiritual armour, 
openly refused to ob^y the command. The 
magistrate then asked his family and birth ; 
and Alban answered, **What signifies my 
birth ? If you would know my religion, 
learn that I am a Christian, and I employ 
myself in Christian offices." The governor 
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said, ^^ I demand your name. Inform me 
without delay." He answered, *^ I am called 
Alban by my parents, and I adore and 
worship the true and living God, Creator of 
the universe." Then the governor, filled 
with wrath, said to him, " If thou wouldst 
obtain the blessing of eternal life, sacrifice 
to the great gods." Then Alban said, 
"These sacrifices, which ye offer to devils, 
not to God, can neither profit you, nor satisfy 
the prayers of the suppliants; yea, rather 
he that offers to these idols shall receive 
hell's everlasting punishments for his pains." 

At these words, the governor, in his rage 
and fury, made over the holy confessor of 
God to the tormentors; thinking thus to 
move the stedfastness of his heart, when 
argument could not prevail. He patiently, 
yea, with joy, endured the sharpest torture ; 
which when the governor saw, and perceived 
that he could not turn him from the faith, 
he condemned him to death. 

When he was being led to execution, he 
came in his way to a rapid stream, and there 
beheld no small concourse of persons of both 
sexes, and all conditions, and every age, who, 
moved no doubt by the Divine instinct, came 
to wait upon the blessed martyr at his death, 
insomuch that the governor was entirely 



,y Google 



28 STORIES FROM ^EDEU 

deserted of all his retinue. There was but a. 
narrow bridge across the stream, and it would 
be long ere the vast multitude could pass. 
St. Alban, therefore, earnestly desiring to 
arrive quickly at the crown of martyrdom, 
comes down to the stream, and, as he lifted 
up his eyes to heaven, the channel dried, and 
he perceived a pathway for his feet across 
the flood. — 

And here I must interrupt the story a 
moment to ask the reader's pardon if I relate 
it simply as I find it, leaving it to his dis- 
cretion to separate the husk from the kemeL 
The author from whom I take this history 
related what he heard ; and if the reverence 
of succeeding ages for England's first martvr, 
aided by that love of the marvellous which 
is natural to all, and especially to unculti- 
vated minds, has adorned the simple story of 
his death with fictitious circumstances, let us 
not be surprised or offended. The heroism, 
the self-devotion, the constancy of Alban, 
was in itself a miracle; it was a miracle 
of grace, and perfectly new to all who wit- 
nessed it ; what wonder, then, if they were 
transported beyond themselves, and were 
ready to fancy they beheld a succession of 
miracles ? — 

But I return to the history. The spot 
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where St Alban was to suiFer, was a mount 
beyond the river Ver, without the town of 
Verulam, now called St Alban's, after this 
martyr's name; here, when he arrived, the 
executioner refhsed his office, and, falling at 
his feet, desired to suiFer with him, or in his 
stead to receive the crown of martyrdom. 

The mount was a place of gentle ascent, 
covered with herbs, adorned with flowers, 
and meet to be sanctified with the martyr's 
blood. Here the two suffered death, and 
obtained the crown of life. Other wonders 
are recorded; — ^the springing of a well of 
water at St Alban's prayers, and the falling 
out of the executioner's eyes, when he had 
performed the bloody deed. The soldier that 
suffered with him had never been admitted 
to holy baptism; but it was a doctrine of the 
Churdi, that, however necessary baptism 
might be in ordinary cases, yet still it might 
be dispensed with sometimes, and particu- 
larly that those who died for the sake of 
Christ were baptized, as they termed it, in 
their own blood. 

St Alban died on the 22d of June : the 
day in our calendar which records his mar- 
tyrdom is the 17th. A noble church, ol 
magnificent structure, was afterwards, in 
more quiet times, built over his remains; 
c3 
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which Offa, a king of the Mercians, 490 
years afterwards, rebuilt, and founded for 
the abbey church of St. Alban's, endowing 
it with large possessions. 

" Thus," as Fuller observes " did our 
Saviour make good his promise, ^He that 
receives a righteous man, in the name of a 
righteous man, shall receive a righteous man's 
reward.'" Righteousness delivereth from 
death ; and St. Alban's name is inunortal 
upon earth ; his soul is among the saints, and 
he awaits his final consummation and blis& 
— the fuU reward of righteousness. 

The persecution under Diocletian lasted 
ten years. When it was over, the Christians, 
who had '* wandered about in sheep-skins 
and goat-skins," and lay concealed in " caves, 
and dens of the earth," came forth from 
their hiding places, rebuilt their churches 
which had been destroyed, founded new ones 
in honour of the martyrs, and set them up as 
so many tokens of victorv and trophies over 
the land. They kept then* festival days, and 
instituted public worship, so long disused. 

And thus Christianity remained, though, 
as in other places, not undisturbed by the 
heresies of Arius first, and Pelagius after- 
wards, tUl, as I before said, the Saxons 
gained the mastery over the Chnstian Britons, 
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^nd drove them into the mountainous^ districts 
of Cornwall, Cumberland, and Wales. 

The Britons never forgave the Saxons the 
injuries they had received ; and, we are told, 
they made it a point of conscience not to 
instruct them in the truths of religion. 
Perhaps the Saxons, being their masters in 
the field of battle, would not have conde- 
scended to take their religion from the con- 
quered party; but however that may be, 
the Saxons remained idolaters, and so they 
continued for nearly one hundred years, when 
it pleased God that the Romans, who had 
civilized the Britons so many years before, 
should now christianize the Saxons. Gregory, 
who was bishop of Rome, (for in those days 
all Churches, like the Church of England 
at the present day, were invariably governed 
by bishops,) sent over a zealous missionary, 
named Augustine, and, it is said, about forty 
assistants with him. These missionaries were 
all monks ; that is, they were men who had 
devoted themselves to the service of God, 
and for that purpose had promised to live in 
a college by themselves, and never to en- 
cumber themselves with wives and families. 

St. Augustine and his companions landed 
in the year 597, in the Isle of Thanet, in 
the kingdom of Kent, over which Ethelbert 
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was Mn^. He was a very powerftil prince, 
for he had estabUshed a sort of authority 
among the other Saxon chieftains; and, no 
doubt, this happened by the providence of 
Grod, to facilitate the spread of the gospeL 
Ethelbert, like the other Saxons, was a 
heathen; but he had married a Christian 
woman. Bertha, the daughter of Charibert, 
king of Paris, and this was a great step 
towards his conversion; for we are not to 
think that the parents of Bertha, or that she 
herself were indifferent to religion because 
she married a pagan prince; on the con- 
trary, it was made an express condition of 
the marriage, that she should worship her 
Grod according to the gospel ; and, that she 
might be able to do this in the court of her 
heathen husband, she brought over with her 
from France a bishop named Liudhard. 

Under these circumstances, we cannot be 
surprised to hear that Ethelbert should have 
received the Christian strangers not unfa- 
vourably. In so doing, he " entertained 
angels unawares." He supplied them with 
necessaries, and told them they might remain 
in the island till he should have determined 
what to do regarding them. 

I have taken what I have here written 
from the writings of the eminent man of 
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whose life I have given a brief sketch, iind 
who lived only seventy-seven years after the 
things which I have just related took place ; 
so that we may trust the correctness of this 
part of his history, especially as he was one 
of the most learned men of his age, and took 
the greatest pains to inform himself. What 
immediately foUows, I shall give in his own 
words, translated exactly from the Latin. 

" After a time, the king came to the 
island, and gave orders that Augustine and 
his company should meet him there at a 
conference in the open air, for he would not 
receive them in any house, from an ancient 
superstition ; thinMng he should thus pre- 
serve himself from the power of sorcery, if 
the strangers should practise magical arts 
against him. 

" But they, endowed not with diabolical, 
but with divine powers, came, bearing for a 
standard a silver cross, and a pictured figure 
of our Lord and Saviour. Thus they 
advanced, chanting litanies for their own 
eternal salvation, and for that of those in 
whose behalf they came. The king then 
bade them to be seated, and when they had 
preached the word of life to him and to 
his assembled chiefs, he answered them, and 
aaid : * The words and promises ye bring ore 
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faii^ but since they are new to us, and we 
have no certainty therein, I cannot give 
them my assent, and surrender all that- 1, in 
common with the whole nation, have ob- 
served so long a time. But seeing ye are 
strangers, and have come from far for no 
other reason, as appears, but from the wish 
of communicating unto us those things which 
ye believe so good and true, we will not 
hinder you ; rather we will receive you with 
kindness and hospitality, and provide that all 
things necessary for your maintenance shall 
be supplied ; nor do we forbid you to preach, 
and to associate with you in your faith as 
many as you can.'" 

And so he gave them a residence in Can- 
terbury, the metropolis of his kingdom. It 
is said that as they came near the city,, 
carrying, as they were wont, the holy cross, 
and the picture of the great King, our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, they chanted in unison this 
litany : " We beseech thee, O Lord, of thy 
tender mercy, to turn thy anger and thy 
wrath from this city, and this thy holy 
house, for we have sinned against thee. 
AUeluia." 

Thus Ethelbert, although he was a pagan, 
became a "nursing father" to the Church; 
and we cannot doubt that Bertha became 
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while yet the Romans were inhabitants of 
Britain; this the Queen Bertha, being, as 
we have before said, a Christian, was wont to 
frequent for prayer ; in the same, St. Augus- 
tine and his companions used also at first to 
assemble, to sing psalms, to pray, to cele- 
brate the Communion, to preach, and to bap- 
tize, until, after the conversion of the king, 
they had greater power of preaching every- 
where, and of either restoring the old churches 
or building new. 

"When, therefore, the king himself be- 
lieved, and was baptized — being charmed no 
less than some of his subjects had been by 
the pure life of these holy men, and their 
attractive promises, the truth of which they 
confirmed by the exhibition of many miracles, 
— ^then, many began to flock to the hearing 
of the word ; and, deserting their heathen 
rites, joined themselves, by believing, in the 
tmity of the holy Church of Christ. At 
whose faith and conversion the king rejoiced, 
but yet would not compel any one to become 
a Christian ; only he held in nearer bond of 
affection those that believed, as fellow-citizens 
together with himself of that heavenly king- 
dom ; for he had learned from his teachers, 
and the authors of his salvation, that Christ's 
was a voluntary, not a compulsory service. 
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"Further, he directly assigned to his 
teachers a place of habitation, suitable to 
their rank, in Canterbury, his metropolis, 
and conferred upon them necessary posses- 
sions in divers kinds." 

Augustine was afterwards made a bishop, 
and founded Christ Church, Canterbury, and 
the church of St. Peter and St. Paul, which 
Ethelbert liberally endowed; and thus the 
kingdom of Kent was converted, and the 
archiepiscopal see of Canterbury established, 
which, by the blessing of God, has continued 
ever since. 

And now I come to show you, from the 
same ancient author, how the northern parts 
of England were converted some thirty years 
afterwards. 
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tS^^t QMbttsltm of tj^e iBjortj^umbttam bg 

Edwin was king of the Northumbrians^ 
that is, of those who dwelt to the north of 
the river Humber ; and it happened, by the 
providence of God, that he had obtained a 
wider dominion than any of the princes that 
were before him, — ruling over the Angles 
and Britons, and over the Isles of Man and 
Anglesea. 

He, too, received the faith as Ethelbert 
had done, by the instrumentality of his queen, 
for he had married Ethelburga, the daughter 
of that prince; but not without the same 
agreement which had been made in the case 
of her mother. Bertha. When first Edwin 
asked her in marriage, he was told that it 
*^was against the law to give a Christian 
damsel to one who was not a Christian, lest 
the faith and sacraments of the Heavenly 
King should be profaned by intercourse with 
a worldly prince, who had no knowledge of 
the worship of the one true God. To this 
Edwin, in answer, promised that he would 
do nothing against the Christian faith, which 
the damsel professed ; but, on the contrary, 
would permit her, and all who came with her, 
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to practise the Christian religion; adding, 
that he might himself embrace the same 
belief^ if, after examination by men of wisdom 
and gravity, it should appear to be more 
holy and worthy of God." 

Upon this, Ethelburga was promised in 
marriage, and Paulinus was ordained bishop 
to accompany her, " that he might confirm, 
by daily exhortation, and the celebration of 
the divine sacraments, both herself and her 
train, lest they should be defiled by the society 
of the Pagans. Paulinus was ordained bishop 
by Justus, archbishop of Canterbury, on the 
2 1st of July, A.D. 625. When he came among 
the Northmnbrians, he laboured, not only to 
preserve the faith of those whom he accom- 
panied, but also to convert the heathens 
among whom he had come to dwell ; but, as 
the Apostle speaks, * The god of this world 
had blinded the eyes of those that believed 
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel 
of Christ should shine upon them.'" 

It chanced the next year, that an assassin, 
named Eumer, was sent by the king of the 
West Saxons to murder Edwin. When he 
came into the presence of the prince, as 
though about to deliver a message from his 
master, he drew a poisoned sword, when 
Lilla, one of Edwin's faithful attendants, 
d3 
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perceiving his design, flung himself before 
the king, and received the blow in his own 
person ; but so dreadful was the stroke, 
that it wounded Edwin through the body 
of his faithful follower. 

" This was on the 17th of April, on 
Easter Day ; and on the self-same night 
Ethelburga was safely delivered of a daugh- 
ter. Edwin, in the presence of Paulinus, 
gave thanks to his gods for this circumstance ; 
but Paulinus boldly told him, that the safety 
of his queen was owing to the Lord Christ, 
whom he had besought with prayers for her 
safe deliverance from the pain and peril of 
childbirth. The king, pleased with what he 
said, promised that he would renotmce his 
idols, and become the servant of Christ, if 
he should return with life and victory from 
a war which he designed against that king 
who had sent the assassin to murder him. 
And, as an earnest of his sincerity, he gave 
to Bishop Paulinus the daughter which had 
just been bom to him, to be consecrated to 
Christ; and she was accordingly baptized on 
Whit-Sunday following, the first among the 
Northumbrians, with eleven of the king's 
household.** The king returned victorious 
from his enemies ; however, he did not re- 
ceive Christian baptism at that time, but he 
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left off the service of idols ; and, being a 
man of an inquiring disposition, '^ he learned 
of Paulinus the reason of Christianity, and 
took those among his nobles whom he knew 
to be men of wisdom, to confer on those 
subjects with the bishop; and often he sat 
in silence, and alone, conversing with his 
inmost thoughts, and meditating what he 
should do, and which religion was to be ob- 
served." 

In the end, Edwin determined to bring 
the matter before his nobles and his comicin 
** and consented, that if all agreed to embrace 
the Christian faith, they would all at the 
same time be consecrated to Christ in the 
font of Ufe." 

In this consultation the first that spoke 
was Coifi, the chief priest; and thus he 
spoke: "What this religion is which has 
been preached to us, do thou, O king, con- 
sider : that which we have hitherto professed 
I can declare to have neither virtue nor 
utility. None of thy servants have been 
more diligent than I in the service of our 
gods ; yet many there are, whom thou hast 
raised to greater wealth and dignities, and 
who prosper more in all things which they 
undertake ; but if these gods could do any- 
thing, they would rather have assisted me. 
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who have served them so much more careftilly. 
Wherefore my opinion is, that if, after ex-^ 
amination haa, those things which now are 
preached to us shall appear preferable and 
better, we should embrace them without 
delay." 

To this opinion another of the nobles as- 
dented in the following words : — 

" This present life of man, upon earth, O- 
king, appears to me, in comparison of that 
other life, which is unknown to us, much 
the same as when thou sittest at supper with 
thy nobles and courtiers, in the winter 
season, with a blazing fire in the warm and 
glowing hall; — ^without, the storm rages, 
with wintry sleet and snow. A sparrow 
comes, and flits in a moment through the 
room ; at one door it enters in, and is soon 
gone through the other. So long as it is 
within, the storm reaches it not ; but having 
passed its little space of warmth and calm, 
it re-enters the tempest which it had left, 
and is lost to the eyes in the darkness. Such 
is this life of man, which appears but for a 
little moment; and what shall come when 
life is over, or what has been before, who 
can declare ? If, then, this new doctrine 
can give us any certainty, we shall do well 
to foUow it." 
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To this they all agreed ; and Coifi^ 
mounted on a horse^ taking a lance in his 
hand, and girt with a sword, proceeded to 
desecrate the idol temple by striking it with 
a spear, and commanded his associates to 
burn i1^ with its sacred enclosures. The 
spot was shown in the time of Bede, not 
far from York, to the east of the city; 
it is near Wighton, in the East Riding of 
Yorkshire, called now Godmundham. 

"Thus did King Edwin, with all the 
nobles of his kingdom, and a very great 
multitude of his subjects, receive the faith 
in the laver of sacred regeneration, in the 
eleventh year of his reign, that is, in the 
year 627 of our Lord, and about 180 years 
after the coming of the Anglo-Saxons into 
Britain. He was baptized at York, on 
Easter Day, on the 12th of April, in the 
church of St. Peter the Apostle, which, 
whilst he was being catechized and in- 
structed for baptism, he had hastily built of 
timber. He made the city of York an 
episcopal see, and gave it to Bishop Paulinus, 
his teacher. 

"No sooner, however, was he baptized, 
than he took care, under the advice of 
Paulinus, to construct a larger and more. 
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noble edifice of stone, on the self-same spot, 
enclosing within it the oratory which he had 
built at first. But being slain in battle^ 
A.D. 633, before the walls were raised, he 
left it to be completed by Oswald, his suc- 
cessor. From that time Paulinus, for six 
successive years, that is, till Edwin's death, 
continued to preach with the favour and 
countenance of the king in that province ; 
and ' as many as were ordained to eternal 
life believed;' among whom were Osfrid and 
Eadfrid, sons of King Edwin. 

" Subsequently other children of Edwin 
and Ethelburga were baptized; JEdilhun, 
and JEdilthryd, a daughter, and another son, 
Uuscfrea, of whom the two first were sud- 
denly taken away, dying just after baptism, 
and were buried in the church of York. YflS 
also, son of Osfrid, was baptized, and other 
noble and royal persons not a few. So great 
is said to have been at that period the fervour 
of faith, and the desire of saving baptism 
among the nation of the Northumbrians, 
that at one time, when Paulinus, with the 
king and queen, came to one of the royal 
villas, named Adgefrin, [now Yeverin in 
Glendale,] he was delayed at the same spot 
six-and-thirty days, entirely given up to the 
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duties of catechizing and baptizing ; on 
every one of which days, from mom till 
evening, he was employed in nothing else 
than in instructing in the gospel of Christ 
the people that flooded in from aU the vil- 
lages, and washing them, when instructed, 
with the baptism of forgiveness in the river 
Glen, which was hard by. 

^*In the province of iJeiri, where he often 
stayed with the king, he baptized in the river 
Swale; for they had not yet been able to 
build churches and fonts in the first begin- 
ning of the rising Church." 

Thus have I given you, from this ancient 
author, a faithiul account of the rise* of 
religion in this country so many years ago, 
and of the foundation of the two archiepi- 
scopal sees of Canterbury and York. 1 ou 
will observe in how many points the Christian 
religion has been preserved unchanged among 
us fcr more than 1200 years; you will observe 
that there were bishops in the Church then, 
just as there are at present ; you will observe 
that there were the two sacraments; and 
particularly that baptism was reckoned the 

* If the reader wishes for fuller information on this in- 
teresting subject, I beg to recommend to him Mr. Churton's 
able and instructive History of the Early English Church. 
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first step when men desired to be made 
Christians. You will also observe that infant 
baptism was practised, just as it is now ; that 
they had houses for God's worship, in which 
prayer, singing of psalms, and preaching, 
and the sacraments, were carried on; and 
I will further remark, that these houses 
were properly houses for prayer^ for that is 
the original meaning of the word which is 
used for them ; you will observe also, that, 
although they baptized in rivers, this was 
only from necessity, and because, in the 
beginning of Christianity, there were no 
churches built in which that sacrament could 
be administered in a more decent and devo- 
tional manner. The only matter in which 
it appears that we have deviated and fallen 
off from the original practice, is in the 
custom now prevjdent of sprinkUng baptized 
persons, or pouring water upon them; but 
this is a practice which the Church does not 
recommend. The fonts are made large 
enough to allow of immersion ; and pouring 
the water is only permitted when it is cer- 
tified that the child is weak, and cannot well 
endure dipping. In a word, there has been, 
as far as appears, no manner of alteration 
from the time of Augustine to the present 
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•^y, during a space of 1200 years^ And 
now, must not we acknowledge that this is a 
•very astonishing thing? How many changes 
have been seen in this worid since then! 
how many customs altered, how many king- 
doms swept away, how many dynasties de- 
stroyed ! — ^the whole language of the nation 
has been so changed, that, without study, 
we cannot understand the writings of our 
forefathers. Government after government 
has been overthrown ; foreign conquerors 
have come in, and annulled the laws of their 
predecessors; the Church alone has survived 
the wreck of principalities and powers, and 
is, after 1200 years, the same. Surely there 
is the hand of God in all this; and every 
reflecting mind must understand and perceive 
that the reason of this can be only found in 
that promise which has declared, " The gates 
of hell shall not prevail." 

Another thing to be observed from what 
has here been related, is the fact that it has 
pleased Almighty God to bring this country 
to Christianity chiefly through the instru- 
inentality of her kings and queens ; and that 
they were not contented with merely per- 
tnitting Christian ministers to teach, but 
iiberaify endowed them with sees and lands 



,y Google 



50 STORIES FROM BEDE. 

"suitable to their rank," Keligion has, in 
this country, always been connected with 
the State. This it is impossible, with any 
truth, to deny; we must not, therefore, 
suffer ourselves to be deceived by those who 
would have us to believe that State and 
Church ought not to be connected ; in other 
words, that kings and queens ought not to 

Eromote true religion, and that Christian 
3ffislators ought to disregard Christianity, 
when legislating for a Christian people. 

On the other hand, it is equally true that 
the State ought not to oppress the Church ; 
but that the Church, although in connexion 
with the State, should preserve her own in- 
dependence; — I mean, that she should be 
allowed to legislate for herself in spiritual 
matters; and, besides, that she should possess 
and exercise freely that common right of all 
societies, — that right without which not even 
a divine society, such as the Church is, can 
possibly exist among men, — the right, I mean, 
of ejecting from her bosom all those who 
disobey her laws. Since, then, it has pleased 
God to christianize this country mainly by 
the instrumentality of her kings and queens; 
the rational conclusion is, that Christianity 
will be preserved to us, under God, by the 
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same instrumentality. We, therefore, owe 
a deep debt of ^titude to the Almighty 
for the hope, which, in the midst of many 
discouragements, he has afforded to us in 
that virtuous and religious sovereign whom 
he has been pleased to place upon the throne 
of these kingdoms. This is an earnest of 
his favourable mercy; may we show our 
value of this blessing hj giving up our 
miserable disunions and dissensions, and all 
our other sins, and thus give his goodness 
leave to shine I And may our gracious 
sovereign, after the example of her illus^ 
trious predecessors Bertha and Ethelburga, 
become a fostering mother to the Church, 
and her royal consort long live to follow 
the footsteps of Ethelbert and Edwin ; and 
since " children and the fruit of the womb 
are an heritage and gift that cometh of the 
Lord," majr our Prince and Queen be rich 
in this as in all other blessings, and "live 
together so long as that they may see their 
children, and their children's children, chris- 
tianly and virtuously brought up" to be 
followers in the footsteps of those princes, 
who, in the words of venerable Bede, 
** founded churches, and endowed them with 
divers gifts ; and rejoiced in the conversion 



,y Google 



52 BTORIES FROM BED£^ 

and faith of their people, not compelling 
-any to Christianity, but embracing in a 
stricter affection those that were faithful in 
the land, as fellow-citizens together with 
themselves of a heavenly kingdom I" 




R. CLAY, PRINTER, BREAD STREET HILL. 
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